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Activities

1. Before reading the book, look at the cover  
 image and title. Discuss what you think  
 this book might be about. 
 
2. As a class, find out exactly what a treasury  
 is, then research the difference between a  
 collection, an anthology and a treasury. 
 
3. As a class, discuss and brainstorm what  
 a poem is and what poetry is. Draw a  
 mind-map of your findings. 
 
4. Read the poem in the introduction of the  
 anthology (p. 5). In groups, discuss what  
 you think this poem is about. Why do you  
 think the editor, Paula Green, wrote it?  
 What does this poem make you think of?  
 How does it make you feel? What does  
 the poem look like? What language is  
 featured in the poem? What do you like  
 or dislike about it? Next, in pairs, open  
 the anthology and choose a poem to  
 read. Together, discuss the same questions  
 above in relation to the poem you have  
 just read and write down your ideas. 
 
5. Paula Green writes in the introduction  
 that ‘this poetry anthology is like a treasure  
 box . . .’ (p. 5). This is an example of  
 figurative language and is called a simile.  
 Find the definition of a simile. Listed below  
 are some other language features that can  
 be found in poetry. Find the definition of  
 each one and then find three examples of  
 each feature in the anthology. 
 • Alliteration 
 • Onomatopoeia 
 • Metaphor 
 • Neologism 
 
6. Another feature often evident in poetry is  
 rhyme. In groups, research different  

 types of rhyme, such as end rhymes,  
 internal rhymes, near-rhymes or  
 assonance. Find the definition of each,  
 then find poems from the anthology that  
 feature different types of rhyme. For  
 example, the first two lines of Monsters  
 (p. 122) are a rhyming couplet with end  
 rhymes: 
 
  ‘Monsters with horns 
  monsters with thorns’ 
 
7. Poems can take many forms. In pairs,  
 choose a form of poetry to research, such  
 as a rhyming ballad, a concrete or shape  
 poem, a limerick, a haiku or a list poem.  
 Write down the main features or rules of  
 your chosen form, then find an example  
 from the anthology (if there is one). For  
 example: 
 
  The haiku is a form of traditional  
  Japanese poetry. Traditionally the  
  haiku is about nature and the  
  changing seasons, and attempts to  
  capture the essence of what is  
  happening in a scene. The haiku form  
  has seventeen syllables divided into  
  three lines of five, seven, five syllables  
  each. Today, modern interpretation  
  of the haiku form shows that although  
  not all poets adhere strictly to these  
  rules, the poem will still illustrate  
  the power of observation, as well as  
  the importance of editing and using  
  only a few words to leave a strong  
  impression. An example of this form is  
  Haiku 1 by Hone Tuwhare (p. 96). 
 
 Next, choose one of the poems from the  
 anthology and investigate what form of  
 poetry it is. 
 



8. Paula Green writes in the introduction  
 that, when reading the anthology, ‘you  
 might discover a poem that makes you  
 laugh, a poem that makes you sad, a  
 poem that makes you think, and a poem  
 that makes you wriggle right out of your  
 skin!’ (p. 6). In pairs, take turns to read  
 aloud to each other your favourite poem  
 from the anthology. Discuss why it is your  
 favourite poem and how it makes you  
 feel. Do you agree with your partner’s  
 choice? Why or why not? 
 
9. Examine the illustrations in the book. Do  
 you like the style? What colours are used?  
 What kinds of lines and textures are used?  
 Do you think the illustrations match the  
 text of the poems? Choose your favourite  
 illustration from the book and create your  
 own artistic interpretation of it, such as a  
 painting, a drawing, a photograph, a  
 model, or a poem. Or, design your own  
 illustrations for the cover and/or to  
 accompany one of the poems. 
 
10. Find another book illustrated by Jenny  
 Cooper. Compare and contrast the  
 illustrations. Are there many similarities or  
 differences? 
 
11. Choose two illustrations from the book  
 that feature either people or animals.  
 Carefully study their expressions. What  
 range of emotions is evident? How has  
 the illustrator achieved these feelings in  
 the illustrations? (Think about colour, size,  
 composition, etc). Draw your own picture  
 that expresses another emotion, such as  
 sadness, happiness, anger or hope. Write  
 your own poem to accompany your  
 illustrated emotion. 
 
12. In the introduction, Paula Green notes (of  
 the anthology) that ‘there are poems  
 about cats, cows and elephants, the sun,  
 the sea and the stars.’ (p. 5). Using one of  

 these topics or the topic or title of a poem  
 from the anthology for inspiration, write  
 your own poem. Make sure to use one of  
 the forms and some of the language  
 features that you studied in questions 5–7. 
 
13. As a class, start individual poetry journals.  
 Choose a blank exercise book to suit the  
 poetry you like to write and how you  
 want the poems in your journal to be  
 ordered, e.g. by topic; in chronological  
 order; by form, or by style. Look at the  
 ideas below, then brainstorm them as a  
 class and add your own ideas, to use as  
 inspiration. As a class, make a pact to write  
 a poem every day for a set number of  
 days. 
 
 • What is your current inquiry topic?  
  Write about an aspect of it. 
 • Create a poetry lucky dip box. Write  
  ideas, words and phrases on cards.  
  These could include types of animals,  
  natural forces, memories, relationships,  
  nouns, verbs or adjectives. Take a card  
  from the box and use it as a starting  
  point for your poem. 
 • In groups, brainstorm and write down  
  language-feature words and phrases  
  on charts to display in a prominent  
  place in the classroom. As you find  
  new words and phrases, add them to  
  the charts. 
 • Go for a ‘five senses’ walk around your  
  classroom, school or local area and  
  record what you see, hear, smell, feel  
  and maybe even taste! 
 • Look at photographs, paintings or  
  sculptures, or listen to music, then  
  write about the emotions they evoke  
  in you. 
 • Look in a dictionary or thesaurus  
  for interesting words to use in your  
  poems or as starting points for  
  your poems. 
 



14. Study the features of the anthology, such  
 as the index, acknowledgements and  
 introduction. Note if and how the layout,  
 type and illustrations match the text.  
 Decide what you like or dislike about the  
 book. Next, get each class member to  
 choose their favourite original poem  
 and collate these to create a class  
 anthology. Decide how to edit the  
 anthology, what order the poems will be  
 in and how will they be grouped (by  
 theme, language, form, etc). Illustrate  
 either your own or a classmate’s poem.  
 Then print, bind and publish your  
 anthology. 
 
15. In groups, imagine your poetry anthology  
 is to be published professionally. Research  
 which publishing company you would  
 like to publish it and why. Then write  
 a proposal explaining why you think this  
 company should publish your book.  
 Mention elements such as the potential  
 readership, your book’s unique selling  
 points and what you would like as the  
 main components of the marketing  
 campaign (posters, advertisements  
 for print and radio, etc.). Create an  
 itinerary for a poetry reading tour. 
 
16. Review the anthology for your favourite  
 magazine or website. What do you like  
 about it? Why? What did you dislike about  
 it? Why? Give it a rating, such as stars or  
 a number out of ten. Look at the review  
 by Jack Prebble on Paula Green’s NZ  
 Poetry Box website: https://nzpoetrybox. 
 wordpress.com/2014/08/23/jack-a-young- 
 poetry-fan-from-christchurch-has-reviewed 
 -the-letterbox-cat-and-other-poems/ 
 
17. In the introduction it says that ‘you will  
 discover poems by some of our most  
 beloved children’s authors . . . and most  
 beloved adult writers’ (pp. 5–6). Choose  

 one of the authors listed to write a short  
 biography on. Include a photograph. 
 
18. In the introduction it is mentioned that  
 there are twenty winners of A Fabulous  
 Poetry Competition for Children in the  
 anthology (p. 5). Run a poetry competition  
 for your class. Invite guest judges to  
 decide on the winners. 
 
19. In pairs, choose your favourite poem, then  
 write a letter inviting the poet to come  
 and visit your class. Tell them why they  
 should come to your school and what you  
 would like them to talk about. Decide  
 together what your top ten questions for  
 them would be and include them in the  
 letter. 
 
20. Hold a class poetry recital for other classes  
 at your school and/or parents. Recite your  
 own poem or your favourite from the  
 anthology (you could use costumes,  
 props, gestures, etc). Write a short  
 introduction about why you chose to  
 share this particular poem at the recital.  
 Before the event, create posters  
 advertising the recital and display them  
 around your school and local area. 


